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Informal learning centres as
spaces for meaningful and
relevant science learning

Eklavya Foundation, Bhopal




What we set out to do?

Work towards a culturally-relevant,
meaningiul and transformative
science education




Our location and people

Kesla block in Narmadapuram district, Madhya Pradesh
Prominent Adivasi communities- Gond and Korku

15 Mohalla Learning Activity Centres

17 facilitators from the community; 200+ children

Spaces for “learning by doing”, “learning from the
environment” “learning from each other”

A space to explore the communities’ funds of Picking Mahua and other forest produce is

knowledge a necessity for many children in the region




Our work

Informal learning spaces in the community to
support children’s learning, bridging the gap
between children’s lifeworlds and the school-world

Work around topics of science which give
opportunities to connect with students’ rich
knowledge about their surroundings - their village,
forests, farming...




Learning the mathematics involved

Also, work on language with a
small library and activities like
read-alouds

Art, craft and theatre to foster self
expression

Building a rapport with the
community as a base of work for
the educational research



glimpses of
children

engaged in
various
sessions
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Inklings of change

Increase in children’s literacy and
numeracy levels, engagement with
academic learning and confidence

Learning centres as meaningful, vibrant
spaces where children ask questions
and share about their lives

‘Bal Vigyan Mela' as good
opportunities to showcase children’s
learnings and connect with the school
and the community

Forming a reflective community of
youth who are concerned about their
community and children’s education
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Facilitators’ experience

% Freedom to initiate questions, to talk with
children in a candid manner, make connections
with the context

% Friendly, fear-free environment

< Not limited by any syllabus, or time restrictions,

so can pace it according to the needs of all
children

% No rote learning, learning by doing

% Confident to take on teaching challenges during
sessions with rigorous academic support

< Have themselves learnt from interactions with the
children




Some glimpses of building capacities together
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Learning centres also provide a context
to conduct research in the region
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Voices from the margins: Exploring possibilities of connecting formal
education to the Funds of Knowledge owned by Adivasi communities
in the Kesla block of Madhya Pradesh
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Climate Action, Indigenous Knowledge
Kesla, Madhya Pradesh

Aisha M Kawalkar

Himanshu Srivastava

Children observing diwi

Researchers often point out a gap between school culture and students’ home culture, which

needs to be bridged for meaningful and relevant learning. This gap is wider for students from tribal » ﬁm: ifeian it =i bt e
communities whose culture, language, and knowledge systems are undervalued and denigrated HSRIK Rl & g & et 3 et

To counter such deficit perspectives, this research adopts the Funds of Knowledge approach and




Contemporary Education Dialogue
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Abstract

Researchers often point out a wide rift between school culture and students’ home culture, especially for
Adivasi students whose culture, language and knowledge systems are played down by the mainstream
discourse. We believe that such deficit perspectives must be countered to work towards an equal and just
society. For this purpose, in this study, we explored the funds of knowledge of Adivasi communities of
Central India with regard to forests and conservation. We also examined school textbooks from the
standpoint of these communities to understand how connected or disconnected they are to the life-worlds
of Adivasi students. The study adopted a participatory design and drew upon the principles of critical
ethnography. For data collection, we used a strategic combination of ethnographic observations, informal

interactions, focus group discussions, personal interviews and field notes. The findings indicate a strong
need for developing learning material that is contextually relevant, meaningful and transformative for

students.



Ways forward

Fostering a synergy between the
learning centres and the local schools

Developing learning resources
on culturally relevant themes

Building a network of
government teachers
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